
EIGHTH ANNUAL

NEW ENGLAND FIRST AMENDMENT INSTITUTE
Presented by the New England First Amendment Coalition

September 16-18, 2018 | Northeastern University, Boston
12CELEBRATING

Y E A R S
OF ADVOCACY

2 0 0 6 - 2 0 1 8

nefac

nefai
2018



Table of Contents

Letter from NEFAC’s Executive Director

About the New England First Amendment Institute

About the James W. Foley Scholarship

Former NEFAI Fellows

Institute Locations

Institute Schedule

NEFAI 2018 Featured Speakers

NEFAI 2018 Faculty

NEFAI 2018 Fellows

How You Can Support NEFAC

Fellowship Referral Form

3

4

4

5

6

  7

11

13

23

29

31

Sponsors and Contributors

Benefactors and Major Supporters

   The Providence Journal Charitable Legacy Fund

   The Robertson Foundation

   The Boston Globe

   Northeastern University

   Boston University

   WBUR-Boston

   Barr Foundation

Freedom Circle

   The Academy of New England Journalists

Other Supporters and Contributors

   ABC News

   New England Newspaper & Press Association

2

10

12

16

22

28

Back Cover

6

27

29



The New England First Amendment Coalition thanks 
The Providence Journal Charitable Legacy Fund 

for its continued support of the 
New England First Amendment Institute. 

This year’s program is provided in large part due to the 
fund’s dedication to improving the quality of journalism 

throughout the region and to offering our 2018 Fellows the 
tools and knowledge needed to become stronger watchdogs. 

On behalf of NEFAC, thank you.
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MAJOR SUPPORTERS

Dear NEFAI 2018 Fellow, 

Congratulations on being selected to attend this year’s New England First Amendment Insti-
tute. Since 2011, we have provided this exclusive annual three-day investigative journalism 
training to some of the best and brightest journalists in the region. 

You are in very good company. 

Previous Fellows have taken what they’ve learned at NEFAI and helped their newsrooms 
break compelling investigatory news stories. NEFAI 2017 Fellow Collin Binkley, for exam-
ple, said the Institute helped him “increase the chances of getting the records I want and 
to prevent public agencies from playing semantics games to avoid disclosure.” Binkley will 
speak on Day Two about his projects, including a report on the lack of data tracking suicides 
on college campuses and his effort to obtain data from Massachusetts officials on how often 
students are physically restrained in schools. Nicole Dungca, who attended NEFAI 2015, will 
speak about her work as part of The Boston Globe’s Spotlight Team. Dungca and her col-
leagues last year reported an ambitious several-story series on racism in Boston. Binkley and 
Dungca will be joined by NEFAI 2017 Fellow Diana Pinzon of WPRI in Providence. Pinzon 
will discuss how she uses the Rhode Island public records law to report stories on urban 
blight, commercial development and the justice system, among other important issues.

In all, 35 elite reporters, editors, media attorneys and FOI experts volunteered their time this 
year to help you write your own success stories. 

For the next three days we will be working together to become stronger and more aggressive 
watchdogs. We will hear each other’s experiences, our successes and failures, and take the 
lessons we learn back to our newsrooms to share with colleagues. We will fight relentlessly 
for information and report stories the public needs to know. We will inform our communities 
in new and compelling ways. We will remind our readers, viewers and listeners why watch-
dog journalism is needed now more than ever. 

Congrats again on being selected as a 2018 New England First Amendment Institute Fellow. 
Please let me know if there is anything we can do to help you accomplish your goals during 
the next three days. I wish you a very productive Institute. 

Sincerely, 

Justin Silverman
Executive Director



4 | nefac.org

About the New England First Amendment Institute

James W. Foley Scholarship

WHAT IS NEFAI?
The New England First Amendment Institute is an intensive train-
ing course for working journalists on freedom of information laws 
and investigative techniques now in its eighth year. By bringing to-
gether highly acclaimed media lawyers and award-winning journal-
ists, we offer our 25 Fellows a rich and collegial training program to 
help them improve their watchdog journalism. 

WHY IS IT NEEDED?
We believe that the media — newspapers, television, radio and on-
line journalism — are part of the fabric of our culture in important 
ways. However, media hampered by fewer investigative resources 
to tackle the real needs of our society — education, health care, eco-
nomic development, affordable housing and public safety, among 
others — will not be effective in connecting people to civic life or 
serving as a vehicle for social betterment. Particularly suffering 
from the economic forces of our times are smaller media outlets, 
where the economic downturn has significantly reduced staffing 
and eliminated training budgets. Enter the New England First 
Amendment Institute, a non-profit educational endeavor created 
to offer a rigorous, intensive and tuition-free training course that 
media organizations desperately need for their staffs but cannot 
provide and do not have the manpower to organize.

ABOUT OUR HOST
Northeastern University is generously providing a home for NEFAI 
2018. For more than 40 years, the university’s School of Journalism 
has combined academic excellence with practical experience, prepar-
ing students to be analytical thinkers and successful communicators. 
The New England First Amendment Coalition is extremely grateful 
for Northeastern’s assistance and contributions to the Institute. We 
encourage you to learn more about the university by visiting www.
northeastern.edu.

The New England First Amendment Coalition established the 
James W. Foley Scholarship in February 2015 to honor the slain 
journalist and New Hampshire native. A seasoned war correspon-
dent for Boston-based GlobalPost, James Foley committed him-
self to the truth and, in his words, “exposing untold stories.” While 
working in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria, Foley reported on 
the lives of those disadvantaged and suffering. His barbaric death 
in 2014 reminded the nation of the dangers of his craft and the 
threats against freedom of information.

According to the James W. Foley Foundation:

James W. Foley envisioned a world that respects the dignity and 
life of each person, regardless of socioeconomic status, cultural 
background or nationality. His life demonstrated an uncompro-
mising commitment to the freedom of the press and to advocacy 
for basic human rights. 

In honor of Foley, NEFAC’s James W. Foley Scholarship provides 
funding for one Fellow to attend the Institute without travel or 
lodging expenses. To learn more about Foley and the organization 
his family founded in his name, please visit www.jamesfoleyfoun-
dation.org.

Scholarship Recipients

2018 | Joe Glauber, WMTW-Portland (Maine)
2017 | Caitlin Andrews, Concord Monitor

2016 | Katie Jickling, Herald of Randolph (Vt.) 
2015 | Nate Holst, WMTW-Portland (Maine)
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SOCIAL MEDIA
While at the Institute, please share what you learn via Twitter and 
other social media using the following hashtag: #NEFAI2018 
Please also subscribe to NEFAC’s newsletters at tinyurl.com/nefac-
subscribe and connect with our coalition in the following ways:

www.facebook.com/nefac.org

@FiveFreedoms

www.tinyurl.com/nefaclinkedin
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CONNECTICUT
2011

Richard Campbell
The Register Citizen

Jenna Cho
The Day

JC Reindl
The Day

Alexandra Sanders
New Haven Register

Julie Stagis
Hartford Courant

2012
Shawn Beals

Hartford Courant
Beau Berman

WTIC-TV
Alexander Goldstein

The Day
Kevin Litten

Republican -American
Erin Logan

WTNH 
Francine Silverman

Hearst Newspapers
2013

Lisa Backus
The Bristol Press
Jenna Carlesso
Hartford Courant

Tina Detelj
WTNH

Jessica Glenza
The Register Citizen
Maggie Gordon

Hearst Newspapers
David Iversen

WTNH
Alec Johnson

Republican-American
Viktoria Sundqvist
The Middletown Press

2014
Jason Bagley

TruthInAdvertising.org
Kelly Catalfamo

The Day
Jennifer Swift

New Haven Register
Tess Townsend

The Day
2015

Lindsay Boyle
The Day

Suzanne Carlson
Hartford Courant

Susan Haigh
The Associated Press

Esteban Hernandez
New Haven Register

Patrick Skahill
WNPR-Connecticut

2016
Julia Bergman

The Day
Anna Bisaro

New Haven Register
Mikaela Porter
Hartford Courant

2017
Stephen Busemeyer

Hartford Courant

Jill Konopka
WVIT-Hartford 

Kaitlyn Krasselt
Norwalk Hour

Martha Shanahan
The Day

MAINE
2011

Susan Cover
Maine Today

Emily Guerin
The Forecaster
Jesse Nankin

Watchdog 
New England
Eric Russell

Bangor Daily News
2012

Will Graff
The Forecaster
Lindsay Tice

Sun Journal
2013

Matthew Curren
WGME

David Harry
The Forecaster

2014
Jon Chrisos
CBS13/Fox23

Michael Shepherd
Kennebec Journal

2015
Jordan Bailey

Courier Publications
Nate Holst

WMTW-Portland
David Sherwood

Maine Center for 
Public Interest 

Reporting
2016

Matthew Daigle
Sun Journal

Stephanie Grinnell
The Republican 

Journal
Kyle Jones

WMTW News
Joshua Moore
Maine Center for 

Public Interest 
Reporting

Marina Villeneuve
Associated Press

2017
Abigail Adams

Lincoln County News
Charles Eichacker

Kennebec Journal
Callie Ferguson

The Forecaster

MASSACHUSETTS
2011

Keith Eddings
Eagle-Tribune

Jim Haddadin
Arlington Advocate

Laura Hutchinson
WWLP 22News

Lyle Moran
Lowell Sun

David Riley
MetroWest Daily News

Rory Schuler
Taunton Daily

Matthew Stout
The Enterprise

2012
Alex Bloom

The Enterprise
George Brennan

Cape Cod Times
Deirdre Fernandes

The Boston Globe
David Eisenstadter

The Transcript
Sarah Favot

Lowell Sun
Martine Powers
The Boston Globe
Patrick Ronan

Patriot Ledger
Shaun Sutner

Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette

Ryan Walsh
WWLP

2013
Doug Fraser

Cape Cod Times
Wes Lowery

The Boston Globe
Joshua Miller

The Boston Globe
Shawn Musgrave

MuckRock
Neena Pathak

Schuster Institute
Neal Simpson

The Patriot Ledger
Schuyler Velasco

Christian 
Science Monitor

2014
Sean F. Driscoll
Cape Cod Times
Beryl Lipton

MuckRock
Priyanka McCluskey

The Boston Globe
Alexa Mills

The Boston Globe
Alex Ruppenthal
Medford Transcript

Eli Sherman
Waltham News Tribune

2015
Samantha Allen

Worcester 
Telegram & Gazette
Jonathan Dame
GateHouse Media
Nicole Dungca
The Boston Globe

Jenna Fisher
GateHouse Media

Allison Manning
Boston.com

Jordan Mayblum
Wellesley Townsman

Jan Ransom
The Boston Globe

2016
Zeninjor Enwemeka

WBUR
Jordan Frias
Boston Herald
Phil Marcelo

Associated Press
Tom Relihan
The Recorder

Susan Spencer
Worcester

Telegram & Gazette
Gerry Tuoti

Gatehouse Media
2017

Collin Binkley
Associated Press
Amanda Drane
Berkshire Eagle

Melissa Hanson
MassLive

Brad Petrishen
Telegram & Gazette

Greg Ryan
Boston Business 

Journal

NEW HAMPSHIRE
2011

Joseph Cote
Nashua Telegraph

Mark Davis
Valley News

Maddie Hanna
Concord Monitor

2012
Maggie Cassidy

Valley News
Maryalice Gill

Nashua Telegraph
Meg Heckman
Concord Monitor

Annmarie Timmins
Concord Monitor

2013
Todd Bookman
NH Public Radio
Sarah Brubeck

Valley News
Christopher Garofolo

Eagle Times
Kathryn Marchocki

NH Union Leader
Kaitlin Mulhere
The Keene Sentinel

2014
Emily Corwin
NH Public Radio

Alyssa Dandrea
The Keene Sentinel
Nora Doyle-Burr

Valley News
Peter McGuire

Forecaster Newspapers
Kerry Miller

Eagle Times

2015
Jeremy Blackman

Concord Monitor
Megan Doyle

Concord Monitor
Rob Wolfe
Valley News

2016
Peter Biello

NH Public Radio
Tim Camerato

Valley News
Meghan Foley

The Keene Sentinel
Allie Morris

Concord Monitor
Ella Nilsen

Concord Monitor
2017

Caitlin Andrews
Concord Monitor

Allison DeAngelis
Eagle-Tribune

Casey McDermott 
NHPR

Paige Sutherland 
NHPR

RHODE ISLAND
2011

Amanda Milkovits
Providence Journal

David Scharfenberg
Providence Phoenix

Karen Ziner
Providence Journal

2012
Lynn Arditi

Providence Journal
Ian Donnis

RI Public Radio
Kathleen Mulvaney

Providence Journal
2013

Bill Malinowski
Providence Journal
Mark Reynolds

Providence Journal
2014

Randal Edgar
Providence Journal

Paul Grimaldi
Providence Journal
Janine Weisman
Newport Mercury

2015
Jennifer Bogdan
Providence Journal

Alex Kuffner
Providence Journal
Steph Machado
WPRI-Providence

2016
Jacqueline Tempera

Providence Journal
2017

Kate Bramson
Providence Journal
Susan Campbell
WPRI-Providence

Derek Gomes
Newport Daily News

Diana Pinzon
WPRI-Providence

VERMONT
2011

John Briggs
Burlington Free Press

Anne Galloway
Vermont Digger
Shay Totten

Seven Days 
2012

Dan D’Ambrosio 
Burlington Free Press
Jennifer Cleveland

Caledonian -Record
Andrew Stein
Vermont Digger

2013
Nathan Burgess

Stowe Reporter
Olga Peters

The Commons
Jennifer Reading

WCAX
2014

Taylor Dobbs
Vermont Public Radio

Abby Ledoux
Milton Independent

Allison Teague
The Commons

2015
April Burbank

Burlington Free Press
Lola Duffort

Rutland Herald
Lesley Engle
Fox44/ABC22

Courtney Lamdin
Milton Independent

2016
Jess Aloe

Burlington Free Press
Colin Flanders

The Essex Reporter and
The Colchester Sun
Stephanie Gorin

NBC5-Vermont 
Katie Jickling

The Herald
Elizabeth Murray

Burlington Free Press
2017

Alicia Freese
Seven Days

Tommy Gardner
Stowe Reporter
Hilary Niles
Independent

Adam Silverman
Burlington Free Press

Greg Sukiennik
New England 
Newspapers

Former Fellows



Locations

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
360 Huntington Avenue, Boston
Unless otherwise noted in the schedule, all New England First 
Amendment Institute sessions will occur at the Egan Engineering 
and Science Research Center (60) and the Curry Student Cen-
ter (50). Parking will be provided on Sept. 16 and Sept. 18 at the  
Gainsborough Garage (45) and Renaissance Garage (62).

MAGGIANO’S LITTLE ITALY
4 Columbus Avenue, Boston

LINCOLN TAVERN & RESTAURANT
425 West Broadway, South Boston

MARRIOTT COURTYARD
63R Boston Street, Boston

William B. Ketter, Chairman 
 Academy of New England Journalists 

The Academy of New England Journalists 

Proud sponsor of 

The New England 
First Amendment Institute 

Congratulations to the 2018 First Amendment Institute fellows, who are among 

the very best and brightest journalists in our six-state region. 

The first-class training provided at the Institute is an investment in New England’s 

newsrooms. There has never been a more critical time for journalists to dig deep in 

order to keep those in power honest and accountable to the voters and taxpayers. 

That’s what organizations like NEFAC and the Academy are all about. 

Founded in 1960, the Academy of New England Journalists honors -- 
with the Yankee Quill Award -- those journalists from the region 
who have made extraordinary contributions to a free press and the 
welfare of their communities. Each year the Academy's Selection 
Committee, which is comprised of past Quill winners and 
representatives of New England journalism organizations, select 
recipients of the award.  

The Yankee Quill is the highest honor bestowed on journalists in our 
region, recognizing the lifetime achievement of those who have had a 
broad influence for good, both inside and outside the newsroom. 
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Schedule — September 16

DAY ONE
The Value of Transparency

Registration [Egan Hall - Raytheon Amphitheater]

Keynote Address [Egan Hall - Raytheon Amphitheater]

Stephanie McCrummen | The Washington Post

Introduction: Karen Bordeleau | Emerson College, The Providence Journal (retired)

Break

Panel: Tales from the Trenches [Egan Hall - Raytheon Amphitheater]
Panelists will share their practical experience in investigative work through painstaking interviewing 
and use of freedom of information laws to unearth corruption and bring truth to light. 

Mike Beaudet | WCVB-Boston, Northeastern University
Jennifer Bjorhus | Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minn.)
Michael Kilian | Burlington Free Press

Moderator: Karen Bordeleau | Emerson College, The Providence Journal (retired)

Dinner [Off-Site — Maggiano’s Little Italy]
Dinner will be served at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 4 Columbus Avenue in Boston. A shuttle will be provided 
from the institute hotel to the restaurant at 7 p.m. and from the restaurant back to the hotel at 9:30 p.m.

2:00 

2:45 - 4:00

4:00 - 4:15

4:15 - 6:00

7:30 

Schedule — September 17

DAY TWO
How Do We Harness FOI Laws and
Public Data to Further Investigations?

Announcements [Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Pitfalls in Accessing Documents Through FOI Requests and How to Respond [Curry Student 
Center - Room 333]

Jenifer McKim | New England Center for Investigative Reporting
Cheryl W. Thompson | George Washington University, Contributing Investigative Reporter for The 
Washington Post
Tim White | WPRI-Providence

Moderator: Karen Bordeleau | Emerson College, The Providence Journal (retired)

Break

8:15 - 8:30

8:30 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:45

Shuttle Available
HotelªRestaurant 7 p.m. 
RestaurantªHotel 9:30 p.m.

Shuttle Available
HotelªInstitute 7:30 a.m. 
InstituteªRestaurant 4 p.m.
RestaurantªHotel 8:30 p.m.
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Schedule — September 17

Tips for Staying Out of Legal Trouble: Common Issues in Defamation and Invasion of 
Privacy [Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Robert A. Bertsche | Prince Lobel Tye, LLP
Gregory V. Sullivan | Malloy & Sullivan

Break

Break-Out Sessions A
The specifics of each state’s public records and open meeting laws will be discussed and hands-on 
cases will be reviewed in break-out sessions with knowledgeable attorneys and journalists from each 
state.

Connecticut [Curry Student Center - Room 340]  
James H. Smith | New England First Amendment Coalition
Mary Schwind | Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission

Maine [Curry Student Center - McLeod Suites] 
Dieter Bradbury | Portland Press Herald
Sigmund Schutz | PretiFlaherty

Massachusetts [Curry Student Center - McLeod Suites]
Peter J. Caruso, Sr. | Caruso and Caruso, LLP
Todd Wallack | The Boston Globe

New Hampshire [Curry Student Center - Room 346] 
Rick Gagliuso | Gagliuso and Gagliuso, PA

Rhode Island [Curry Student Center - McLeod Suites]
Raymond A. Marcaccio | Oliverio & Marcaccio, LLP
Amanda Milkovits | The Providence Journal

Vermont [Curry Student Center - Room 346]
Michael Donoghue | Vermont Press Association
Lia Ernst | American Civil Liberties Union of Vermont

Lunch [Served in Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Break

Thinking Through a Story From Hunch to Headline While Using Available Databases 
[Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Allison Jarmanning | WBUR-Boston

Break

Former Fellows Panel [Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Collin Binkley | The Associated Press 
Nicole Dungca | The Boston Globe
Diana Pinzon | WPRI-Providence

Moderator: Michael Donoghue | Vermont Press Association

9:45 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:15

11:15 - 1:15

12:15

1:15 - 1:30

1:30 - 2:30

2:30 - 2:45

2:45 - 3:45
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Schedule — September 17-18

DAY THREE
Digging Deeply and Listening Carefully

Announcements [Curry Student Center - Room 333]

Panel: Effective Sourcing [Curry Student Center - Room 333]
When your FOI request languishes your reporting continues. Developing sources, relationships, know-
ing how to evaluate what you get.

Cindy Galli | ABC News
Eric Moskowitz | The Boston Globe
Emilie Munson | Hearst Connecticut

Moderator: Michael Donoghue | Vermont Press Association

Break

Break-Out Sessions B
Using database technology to analyze publicly available or FOI-request-won data to understand socie-
tal, financial, and economic trends is an important tool for the seasoned reporter. 
 
Basic Database Analysis [Curry Student Center - Room 333]
Brooke Williams | Boston University
Samata Joshi | Boston University

Advanced Database Analysis [Curry Student Center - Room 346]
Matt Kauffman | Hartford Courant

Lunch [Curry Student Center - McCleod Suites]

Featured Speaker  
David Cuillier | The University of Arizona

Photo/Break

Break-Out Sessions C

The Confrontational Interview & Transition to Audio or Video [Curry Student Center - Room 333]
Eric Rasmussen | Boston 25 News

Writing Workshop and Narrative Flow [Curry Student Center - Room 333]
Jeff Howe | Northeastern University

Concluding Remarks [Curry Student Center - Room 333]

4:45 - 8:30 
(or later) 

5:15 - 6:15

6:15 

8:15 - 8:30

8:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:15

10:15 - 12:15

12:15 - 1:45

12:45

1:45 - 2:30

2:30 - 3:30

3:30 - 3:45

Dinner and Presentation [Off-Site – Lincoln Tavern & Restaurant]
Dinner will be served at Lincoln Tavern & Restaurant, 425 W. Broadway in South Boston. Shuttles will 
be provided for those who need transportation from the Institute to the restaurant. A shuttle will also be 
provided from the restaurant to the Institute hotel at 8:30 p.m. though you are welcome to stay later.

Featured Speaker  
Terence Smith | Contributing Columnist for Capital Gazette (Md.)

Dinner



We would like to acknowledge

THE ROBERTSON FOUNDATION

for its generosity and continued support 
of the First Amendment, the public’s 
right to know and the education of 
journalists throughout New England.

Your support makes us a stronger 
organization and will help this year’s 
New England First Amendment Institute
become the most successful yet.

Thank you.

nefac
New England 
First Amendment Coalition



NEFAI 2018 Featured Speakers

tephanie McCrummen is a national enterprise reporter for 
The Washington Post, specializing in long-form narratives. 
She was a leading member of the team that won the 2018 

Pulitzer Prize for Investigative Reporting for coverage of the U.S. 
Senate candidate Roy Moore, which included exposing an at-
tempted sting aimed 
at undermining the 
work. The Roy Moore 
coverage also won a 
George Polk award for Political Reporting and the Robin Toner 
Prize for National Reporting. Prior to joining the national staff, 
McCrummen was the paper’s East Africa bureau chief. 

avid Cuillier, Ph.D., is an associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Arizona School of Journalism, where he researches 
and teaches access to government information. Previously,  

he was a reporter and 
editor at newspapers 
in the Pacific North-
west. He has testified 
several times before Congress regarding FOIA, serves on the Na-
tional Freedom of Information Coalition board, is a former Society 
of Professional Journalists president, and co-authored “The Art of 
Access: Strategies for Acquiring Public Records.”

erence Smith is an award-winning journalist who has 
been a political reporter, foreign correspondent, editor 
and television analyst over the course of a four-decade ca-

reer. He has written on everything from a Bedouin wedding in the 
Sinai to firefights in the jungles of Vietnam to presidential news 
conferences in the 
White House. Born 
into a newspapering 
family – his father was Red Smith, the sports columnist – Smith 
began his career covering local politics at the Stamford (CT) Ad-
vocate. Moving on to The New York Herald Tribune, his coverage 
of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s campaign for the United States Senate 
in New York attracted attention and propelled him to a job at 
The New York Times. He spent 20 years with The Times, includ-
ing eight years abroad in the Middle East and Far East, covering 
four wars, peace negotiations and the day-to-day lives of people 
in more than 40 countries. Smith’s coverage earned two Pulit-
zer Prize nominations and numerous other awards. He won the 
Times’ Publisher’s Prize for outstanding writing 22 times. Smith 
also served as Assistant Foreign Editor and Deputy Metropolitan 
Editor in New York. In the paper’s Washington bureau, he served 
as diplomatic correspondent and chief White House correspon-
dent before founding and editing the popular Washington Talk 
page. In 1985, Smith joined CBS News in Washington, covering 
the Reagan White House and for nine years, reporting the cover 
stories for CBS Sunday Morning. He earned two Emmys for his 
work on the broadcast “48 Hours,” and shared in the George 
Foster Peabody Award for general excellence given to the staff 
of CBS Sunday Morning. In 1998, Smith turned to public televi-
sion, founding and leading the media unit at The NewsHour with 
Jim Lehrer. As senior producer and media correspondent, Smith 
broadcast 110 in-depth tape reports and anchored some 250 stu-
dio discussions on media, national and international issues. In 
the course of seven years, Smith and his unit won 18 national 
awards and honors for media criticism and analysis. He is now 
a special correspondent for The NewsHour. Smith is a 2013 in-
ductee to the Society of Professional Journalists’ Hall of Fame. 
He is also an occasional guest host for The Diane Rehm Show on 
National Public Radio.

STEPHANIE 
McCRUMMEN  

The Washington Post

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DAVID CUILLIER 
University of Arizona
School of Journalism

nefac.org | 11

TERENCE SMITH
Contributing Columnist 
for Capital Gazette (Md.)

S T

D

stephanie.mccrummen@washpost.com
      mccrummenWaPo

cuillier@email.arizona.edu
      DavidCuillier

terencefsmith2@gmail.com



 Truth be told.
The Spotlight team uncovers the stories that demand to be told.

We proudly support the New England First Amendment Coalition 
in its efforts to provide the tools that help reveal the truth.

To read the Spotlight team’s award-winning coverage, 
visit Globe.com/Investigations
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NEFAI 2018 Faculty

Mike Beaudet is an investigative reporter
who has worked in television for more 

than 20 years and a professor at Northeastern University. He is a 
multimedia investigative journalist at WCVB-TV in Boston where 
he works as part of the “5 Investigates” team. At Northeastern, 
Beaudet is currently researching the viewership challenges fac-
ing local television newscasts across the country and experiment-
ing with new methods of video storytelling to find better ways to 
engage audiences. Beaudet started his career in radio covering 
politics at the Massachusetts State House and also made stops at 
television stations in Bangor, Maine, and Manchester, N.H. Be-
fore joining WCVB he was an investigative reporter and anchor 
at WFXT-TV FOX25 in Boston. He has won numerous awards, 
including 16 New England Emmy Awards. In 2016, Beaudet won 
the New England Emmy for Outstanding Investigative Report for 
a composite of stories, two of which were produced with North-
eastern students in his investigative reporting class. His report-
ing has also been recognized repeatedly by the Associated Press 
and the Radio Television Digital News Association. A graduate 
of Emerson College, Beaudet earned his master’s degree from 
Northeastern University. His master’s thesis examined the undue 
influence some news organizations place on journalists when they 
put business interests ahead of the public’s right to know. Beaudet 
taught journalism at Emerson College and Northeastern before 
joining Northeastern as a Professor of the Practice in 2014.

MIKE BEAUDET
WCVB-Boston Reporter,
Northeastern University
M.Beaudet@northeastern.edu
      Channel_Mike

Robert A. Bertsche represents companies
and individuals engaged in online, print,
and electronic media, including newspa-

pers, magazines, websites, bloggers, book publishers, broadcast-
ers, and filmmakers, among others. A partner at the Boston law 
firm of Prince Lobel Tye LLP, he serves as outside general coun-
sel to the New England Newspaper & Press Association and the 
New England First Amendment Coalition and is on legal advisory 
board to the Student Press Law Center. He chairs Prince Lobel’s 
media and intellectual property practice groups, which provide 
services including pre-publication and pre-broadcast review; liti-
gation and advice in such areas as libel, access, privacy, reporters’ 
privilege, copyright and trademark infringement; and counsels on 
issues including website compliance, social media, sweepstakes, 
and advertising. He works closely with Prince Lobel’s employ-
ment, corporate, insurance, criminal law, and real estate lawyers 
to provide a wide gamut of services to media clients nationwide. 
A graduate of Wesleyan University and Harvard Law School, Bert-
sche worked as a daily newspaper reporter and magazine editor 
before deciding his future might be brighter as a lawyer. He has 
been listed as one of the “Best Lawyers in America” every year 
since 2006, and has been repeatedly granted “super lawyer” sta-
tus as well.

ROBERT A. BERTSCHE
Partner, Prince Lobel Tye LLP

rbertsche@princelobel.com
      rbertsche

Collin Binkley is a reporter for The Asso-
ciated Press in Boston. As part of the AP’s 
national education team, Binkley reports 

on topics including student debt, Title IX, international education 
and the for-profit college industry. He has used public records 
to produce accountability stories on a variety of issues, including 
student suicide, NRA grants and the spread of semi-automatic 
rifles among campus police forces. Binkley previously worked at 
The Columbus Dispatch in Ohio, where he was part of a team that 
won the 2015 Eugene S. Pulliam First Amendment Award for re-
porting on the secrecy surrounding campus disciplinary systems. 
He’s a graduate of The Ohio State University and a native Ohioan.

COLLIN BINKLEY
Reporter, Associated Press

CBinkley@ap.org
      cbinkley

Jennifer Bjorhus is an investigative re-
porter for the Star Tribune in Minneap-
olis. She has reported for several metro 

dailies including the Mercury News in San Jose, The Oregonian 
and The Seattle Times, and holds a master’s degrees in journalism 
and in Asian studies from the University of California-Berkeley. 
Her 2016 series about people with mental illness dying in police 
encounters won the Al Nakkula Award for Police Reporting. Last 
year she worked on “Shielded by the Badge,” a series that revealed 
lax discipline by the state’s police licensing board even when of-
ficers are convicted of crimes. Bjorhus lives in St. Paul with her 
husband Ranjit, sons Parthan and Kai, and a cat named Coco.

JENNIFER BJORHUS
Reporter, Star Tribune (Minn.)

Jennifer.Bjorhus@startribune.com
      jbjorhus

Karen Bordeleau, president of NEFAC, 
is a journalism professor at Emerson 

College in Boston and the retired executive editor of The Prov-
idence Journal. Bordeleau is the first woman in The Journal’s 
189-year history to hold the title of senior vice president and ex-
ecutive editor. She is responsible for shifting the newsroom into 
a “story-first” digital operation and is also credited with swinging 
open the proverbial doors of The Providence Journal by intro-
ducing many audience engagement initiatives — among them 
the award-winning Publick Occurrences forums to promote civil 
discourse on complex topics. Under her leadership, The Journal 
has won numerous state, regional and national reporting awards. 
Bordeleau began her journalism career when she was 17, writing 
a high school column for her hometown newspaper. She eventu-
ally became the editor of two small daily papers and then joined 

KAREN BORDELEAU
Emerson College, The 
Providence Journal (retired)
karenbordeleau@gmail.com
      karenbordeleau1



The Providence Journal in 1996 as a copyeditor and special sec-
tions reporter. Within a few years, Bordeleau had climbed to 
management ranks, first as managing editor for both the print 
and digital operations, then as deputy executive editor and, ulti-
mately, as executive editor. Bordeleau has spent much of her ca-
reer pushing for open records and open meetings in New England, 
particularly in Rhode Island. In 2014, she was honored with the 
Yankee Quill — the highest individual journalism honor in New 
England — which recognizes a lifetime contribution of excellence 
in the field. In 2016, she was presented with the Judith Brown 
Spirit of Journalism Award, given annually to one woman who 
has made a significant impact on journalism in New England. In 
2013, she was named one of the “Top 10 Women to Watch in the 
U.S. Media” by Editor & Publisher magazine. She has also been 
named one of Rhode Island’s Most Powerful Women by Rhode 
Island Monthly. Bordeleau has organized and/or participated in 
many journalist exchange programs including those with Russia, 
Iran, Pakistan and Kenya. The mission of these exchanges and 
workshops is to share the principles of ethical and responsible 
journalism in countries with fledgling democracies and/or restric-
tive press laws. She has also taught news management, advanced 
reporting, social media and ethics courses in Pakistan and Kenya. 
Bordeleau served as a Pulitzer Prize juror in 2015 and 2016. In 
addition to serving as president of NEFAC, she is a board member 
of the Metcalf Institute for Marine and Environmental Report-
ing. She is past president of both the New England Associated 
Press News Executives Association and the New England Society 
of Newspaper Editors. Bordeleau has taught journalism for 21 
years at institutions of higher education including Emerson Col-
lege, Northeastern University, the University of Rhode Island and 
Bryant University. During the spring semester 2018, she served as 
the Edith Kinney Gaylord Visiting Professor of Journalism Ethics 
at the Cronkite School at Arizona State University in Phoenix, Ar-
izona. Though she has taught most journalism courses from foun-
dations to advanced reporting, her specialty is journalism ethics. 
Bordeleau holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism cum laude from 
Northeastern University and a master’s degree in political science 
summa cum laude from the University of Rhode Island. She was a 
Sulzberger fellow at Columbia University in 2011.
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Dieter Bradbury is deputy managing ed-
itor/news at the Portland Press Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram. 
He oversees the paper’s city desk and metro coverage, and directs 
several special beat reporters assigned to health care, energy, the en-
vironment, and state government. He also leads the database team 
in producing databases and data visualizations for the newspaper’s 
web products. Before he became an editor in 2010, Bradbury worked 
for 21 years as a reporter at the Press Herald, covering the municipal, 
public safety, general assignment and environmental beats. His re-
porting work has won numerous awards from the Maine Press Asso-
ciation, and he was a finalist for the national Edward J. Meeman and 
John B. Oakes awards in 1997 for a series of stories on the threat of 
mercury pollution to the Maine environment. Bradbury is the editor 
of a year-long special project on the aging of Maine’s population, 
The Challenge of Our Age, which won national awards this year from 

DIETER BRADBURY
Deputy Managing Editor/
News, Portland Press Herald/ 
Sunday Maine Telegram
dbradbury@pressherald.com
      dieterbradbury

the Scripps Howard Foundation, the Society of Features Journalism 
and Associated Press Media Editors. He attended the University of 
Redlands in California and is a 1980 graduate of the University of 
Southern Maine with a degree in communication.

Peter J. Caruso, Sr., has represented the 
media in some of the most high-profile 

court cases in Massachusetts history since 1977. Caruso has repre-
sented print professionals in a vast spectrum of media litigation, in-
cluding defamation, media and the Internet law, newspaper access, 
advertising acceptance, news reporting, copyright and publications 
law. A Massachusetts Bar Fellow and a member of the American 
Bar Association and its Forum on Communications Law, Caruso 
has argued cases before the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, 
the Massachusetts Appeals Court, and the U.S. Court of Appeals. 
Caruso has also represented media organizations throughout New 
England, including the New England Newspaper Association and 
the New England Press Association, and was media counsel in the 
Willie Horton, Pam Smart, and Alan Eagleson cases. Caruso has 
been inducted into the New England Newspaper Hall of Fame.

PETER J. CARUSO, SR.
Managing Partner,
Caruso & Caruso
pcarusosr@carusoandcaruso.com
      PeterAndover 

Michael Donoghue is an award-winning 
news and sports writer. He worked for 

more than 40 years at the Burlington Free Press and now is a free-
lancer. He was selected as the 2013 New England Journalist of the 
Year by the New England Society of News Editors and in 2015 re-
ceived the Matthew Lyon First Amendment Award. Donoghue has 
been an adjunct professor of journalism and mass communications 
at St. Michael’s College in Colchester, Vt. since 1985. Donoghue has 
served as an officer, including executive director, with the Vermont 
Press Association since 1979. He is a former board member for the 
New England Press Association and has served continuously as 
state chairman of Project Sunshine in Vermont since it was started 
by the Society of Professional Journalists in 1990. Donoghue is 
often credited as being a driving force behind the improvement to 
Vermont’s open government (public records and meetings) legis-
lation. He has made his own successful legal arguments to judges 
about both keeping courtrooms open and not sealing court docu-
ments. Donoghue and the Free Press have been honored for his 
work on a local, state, regional and national level. Donoghue was 
selected in 2007 as the winner of the Yankee Quill Award, the top 
lifetime honor for print and electronic journalism in New England. 
He has been inducted into five Halls of Fame, including as a charter 
member for the New England Press Association’s Hall of Fame and 
as a charter member for the Society of Professional Journalists/
National Freedom of Information Coalition Hall of Fame. The New 
England First Amendment Coalition’s annual Freedom of Informa-
tion Award is named after Donoghue. He currently serves as First 
Vice President of the coalition.

MICHAEL DONOGHUE
NEFAC First Vice President, 
Vermont Press Association
mdonoghue@smcvt.edu
      FreepsMikeD 
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Nicole Dungca is an investigative re-
porter on The Boston Globe’s Spotlight 
team. She worked on the team’s sev-

en-part series on racism in Boston, which was named a 2018 fi-
nalist in the Local Reporting category of the Pulitzer Prizes. She 
was also named a finalist for the Livingston Awards in 2018. She 
previously worked at The Oregonian and has also written for The 
Times-Picayune and The Providence Journal.

NICOLE DUNGCA
Reporter, The Boston Globe

nicole.dungca@globe.com
      ndungca

Lia Ernst is a staff attorney at the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Vermont, where 
she litigates civil liberties, civil rights, 

and open government cases; advocates before state and municipal 
governmental bodies on ACLU legislative priorities; and educates 
community groups on protecting and exercising their rights. Before 
coming to the Vermont affiliate, Ernst had been a legal fellow at the 
ACLU of Massachusetts and a legal intern at the ACLU of Michigan. 
She also clerked for two years with U.S. District Court Judge Julian 
Abele Cook Jr. in Detroit and for one year with Judge Norman H. 
Stahl of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit in Boston. In 
between, she was an associate attorney at a Michigan law firm out-
side Detroit, focusing on criminal defense and attorney ethics. Ernst 
is a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School and holds 
a master’s degree in anthropology from the University of Wiscon-
sin. Her undergraduate degree is from Swarthmore College, where 
she majored in biology. She served two years in the Peace Corps in 
Guinea, West Africa after college.

LIA ERNST
Attorney, ACLU of Vermont

lernst@acluvt.org
      liaernst17 

Rick Gagliuso has represented newspapers 
and other media outlets in New Hampshire 
since the 1980s. His work has spanned 
virtually the entire range of legal services 

required by the print and online media, including pre-publication 
review, advice and representation in matters related to defamation, 
invasion of privacy, newsgathering practices, the reporter’s privilege, 
access to public records and proceedings, and transactional work. He 
has also represented non-media clients in cases related to libel and 
privacy and other First Amendment issues. His work also includes 
commercial and industrial construction as well as general com-
mercial, corporate, and transactional work. In addition to his law 
practice, he has an active mediation and arbitration practice and has 
served on the Construction and Commercial Panels of the American 
Arbitration Association. After working in larger law firms for many 
years, Gagliuso is currently a principal in the Merrimack law firm of 
Gagliuso & Gagliuso P.A. He is a past member and chair of the New 
Hampshire Judicial Council and currently serves on the Hearings 
Committee of the Attorney Discipline System. He has also served 
on the boards of directors or trustees of a number of trade and civic 

RICHARD GAGLIUSO
Attorney, Gagliuso & Gagliuso
rgagliuso@gagliuso.com    

organizations, including Symphony New Hampshire. In 2000, the 
New Hampshire Bar Association conferred upon him its President’s 
Award for Special Service to the Profession and the Public. 

Cindy Galli is Chief Investigative Pro-
ducer for the ABC News Investigative Unit 

in New York.  Galli oversees a team of network correspondents and 
producers who specialize in long and short-term investigations 
ranging from government fraud and waste to consumer issues.  She 
also heads up collaborative investigative projects between ABC and 
network affiliates around the country.  A longtime consumer inves-
tigative reporter, Galli’s work has garnered regional and national 
awards over 25 years.  She was born and raised in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and is a graduate of University of California at Berkeley.  
Galli got her start with ABC News’ San Francisco affiliate, KGO-TV 
before moving to New York to join the investigative team at “Inside 
Edition.”

CINDY GALLI
Chief Investigative Producer,
ABC News
Cynthia.K.Galli@abc.com
      mustangalli

Jeff Howe is an assistant professor at 
Northeastern University. A longtime con-

tributing editor at Wired magazine, he coined the term crowdsourc-
ing in a 2006 article for that magazine. In 2008 he published a book 
with Random House that looked more deeply at the phenomenon 
of massive online collaboration. Called Crowdsourcing: How the 
Power of the Crowd is Driving the Future of Business, it has been 
translated into 10 languages. He was a Nieman Fellow at Harvard 
University during the 2009-2010 academic year, and is currently 
a visiting scholar at the MIT Media Lab, where he is working on 
a book with Joi Ito, the director of the Media Lab. He has written 
for the Washington Post, Newyorker.com, The New York Times, 
Time, Newsweek, and many other publications. He currently lives 
in Cambridge with his wife and two children. He is co-author of 
Whiplash, How to Survive Our Faster Future.

JEFF HOWE
Assistant Professor,
Northeastern University
j.howe@northeastern.edu
      crowdsourcing

Allison Jarmanning champions data and 
public records in the WBUR newsroom, 

reporting her own stories and working with fellow reporters on 
projects and daily news. She started at WBUR writing for Morning 
Edition. Before jumping into radio, she reported for newspapers 
and websites in Massachusetts and Ohio. A South Shore native, she 
graduated from Boston University with a degree in journalism. She 
lives in Dorchester with her husband and dog.

ALLISON JARMANNING
Digital Producer, 
WBUR-Boston
allyjar@bu.edu
      allyjarmanning



Northeastern University is proud to support the New England  
First Amendment Coalition. We believe in your mission to advance the  
understanding of free speech, transparency, and public access to government. northeastern.edu
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A graduate student at Boston University, 
Samata Joshi is passionate about bring-
ing together design, data, and technology 

with journalism. Her interests are feature reporting on education, 
environment, health, policy, culture, and gender. She led the con-
tent development team for a media tech startup in India for four 
years, where she published a monthly arts and culture magazine 
for college students. She’s learning new and advanced digital and 
data skills at grad school to become a multimedia reporter. 

SAMATA JOSHI
Boston University

skjoshi@bu.edu
      SamataJo

Matthew Kauffman has been a reporter at 
The Hartford Courant since 1986 and is 
assigned to the paper’s investigative desk, 

where he works on longer-term projects, from deaths in group homes 
to racial profiling in traffic stops to the murky world of overseas di-
ploma mills. He also specializes in computer-assisted reporting and 
serves as an adviser to the reporting staff on freedom of informa-
tion issues. In 2007, Kauffman was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
in Investigative Reporting for a series he co-authored on mentally 
ill troops sent to war. He has also received a Polk Award, the Selden 
Ring Award, the Worth Bingham Prize and the Heywood Broun 
Award, and has twice been a finalist for the Gerald Loeb Award. He 
was also named a “Master Reporter” by the New England Society of 
Newspaper Editors. Outside the paper, Kauffman has taught college 
classes in data journalism and investigative reporting.

MATT KAUFFMAN
Reporter, The Hartford Courant

MKauffman@courant.com
      MatthewKauffman 

Michael Kilian has been a newspaper ed-
itor since 1990, working primarily with 

Gannett Co. Inc. in locations including Saratoga Springs and Utica, 
N.Y.; Burlington, Vt.; Salisbury, Md., and Cincinnati, Ohio. While 
working in Cincinnati as news director, the newsroom worked in 
2017 on the “Seven Days of Heroin” project that won the Pulitzer 
Prize for Local Reporting. He served an earlier stint as associate 
editor. Kilian is a graduate of Cornell University.

MICHAEL KILIAN
Executive Editor,
Burlington Free Press
mkilian@freepressmedia.com
      kilian_btv

Amanda Milkovits is a reporter at The 
Providence Journal, where she has covered 

crime and justice stories since 2000. She has won recognition and 
awards for articles about high-profile issues including sex trafficking, 
gang slayings and the impact of gun violence. She is accustomed to 
battling police agencies over public records, including The Journal’s 
attempt to obtain records of the state police investigation of the gov-
ernor’s son’s underage drinking party.

AMANDA MILKOVITS
Reporter, 
The Providence Journal
amilkovi@providencejournal.com
      AmandaMilkovits 

Jenifer McKim is the senior investiga-
tive reporter at the New England Center for Investigative Report-
ing, a nonprofit based out of Boston University and WGBH public 
radio. Her projects on topics including sex trafficking, criminal jus-
tice, child welfare and public health have received more than a dozen 
awards, including a finalist nod for the 2005 Pulitzer Prize in Pub-
lic Service, the 2011 Casey Medal for Meritorious Journalism, four 
consecutive Publick Occurrences awards from the New England 
Newspaper & Press Association and a 2016 Freedom of Information 
Award from the New England First Amendment Coalition. Before 
joining NECIR in 2013, McKim was a staff writer at The Boston 
Globe, The Orange County Register in California and the San Juan 
Star in Puerto Rico. She was a 2008 fellow at the Nieman Foundation 
for Journalism at Harvard University and graduated from Wesleyan 
University in Connecticut.

JENIFER McKIM
Senior Investigative Reporter, 
New England Center for
Investigative Reporting
jenifer.mckim@necir.org
      jbmckim

Raymond A. Marcaccio is the co-founder 
of Oliverio & Marcaccio LLP.  Marcaccio 
enjoys a varied practice in trial and appel-

late advocacy, as well as conducting sensitive internal investigations 
concerning misconduct, discrimination and sexual harassment. He 

RAYMOND MARCACCIO
Attorney,
Oliverio & Marcaccio, LLP
ram@om-rilaw.com

has been representing the news media for over 20 years in all facets 
of media law,  including pre-publication review,  access to public re-
cords and meetings, and defending against defamation claims. Mar-
caccio is a recipient of the Public Justice Achievement Award from 
the Trial Lawyers for Public Justice. This national award is given out 
annually to lawyers who have made a significant contribution in the 
field of civil rights. He was appointed by the governor to serve on the 
Commission on Judicial Tenure and Discipline, which oversees the 
conduct of all members of the judicial branch for the State of Rhode 
Island.

Eric Moskowitz is a metro reporter for 
The Boston Globe, specializing in fea-
tures and enterprise projects. He is the 

2017 National Headliner Award winner for feature writing and 
was a finalist for the award in 2014 and 2015. The Associated 
Press Sports Editors recognized his series on the 1967 Boston 
Red Sox season this year as one of the best in sports projects 

ERIC MOSKOWITZ
Reporter, The Boston Globe

eric.moskowitz@globe.com
      GlobeMoskowitz 



Emilie Munson is a state capitol reporter 
for Hearst Connecticut Media. She is the 

recipient of a 2017 Society of Professional Journalists’ Sigma 
Delta Chi award in Feature Reporting for her five-part series “Be-
hind the Front Door.” The narrative series explored the intersec-
tion of domestic violence and wealth in Greenwich, Connecticut. 
She was previously an education reporter for Greenwich Time, 
one of Hearst’s six daily newspapers in the state. She is a graduate 
of Middlebury College and a Massachusetts native.

EMILIE MUNSON
State Capitol Reporter, 
Hearst Connecticut Media
emunson@greenwichtime.com
      emiliemunson 

Diana Pinzon is the Investigative & 
Special Projects Producer at WPRI-TV 
in Providence, R.I. She has worked at 

the CBS affiliate since 2004 when she was hired as an associate 
producer. She quickly rose up the ranks to producer and eventu-
ally senior producer — spearheading coverage and training new 
hires — before making a major shift to her current position where 
she works on enterprise projects and investigations. Her role 
is multi-faceted, working as a multi-media journalist: shooting 
video, editing stories, conducting interviews and writing reports 
for both broadcast and online. In 2014, she was awarded an As-
sociated Press Award for Best Newscast and was nominated for 
a New England Emmy in the same category. She is also a proud 
member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists. Re-
cently, Pinzon worked several major stories including the 2016 
presidential election, the Aaron Hernandez prison suicide, and 
was a field producer for the Patriots Super Bowl LI victory rally.

DIANA PINZON
Producer, WPRI-Providence

dcpinzon@gmail.com
      DCPinzon 

Eric Rasmussen called Boston home 
during his college days and in 2015, his 

adventure in TV news brought him back to the Bay State and Bos-
ton 25 News. He has reported and anchored for TV stations in 
Chico, Calif., Champaign, Ill., Fresno, Calif., Orlando, Fla., and 
San Francisco before returning to Boston. In 2018, Rasmussen 
won five Emmys, including Investigative Reporter of the Year in 
New England, but he’s also been threatened, had a dog “sicced” on 
him, and was even once called a “pea brain” by a city councilper-
son. All of this better prepared him for his job as an investigative 
reporter. Some of his most rewarding stories include uncovering 
how thousands of foster kids had their cases closed while they 
were still missing, as well as his award-winning series, “False 
Hope,” which exposed rehab scams in Florida that targeted peo-
ple fighting addiction in New England. Rasmussen’s first thought 
of possibly pursuing a career in TV news came after a speech 
and debate tournament in high school. In a review of a speech 
he gave about the physics of baseball, a judge wrote “I felt like I 
was watching a TV news report!” Once he came to terms with the 
reality that he would not be a professional baseball player, Ras-
mussen focused on school and graduated summa cum laude from 
Boston University with a degree in broadcast journalism. Since 
then, his reporting has taken him to Sweden (to investigate some 
of the toughest drunk driving laws in the world), Spain (to study 
high speed rail) and the Panama Canal. When he’s not in front of 
the camera at Boston 25, you can often find Rasmussen behind 
the turntables, pursuing his other passion as a DJ. He fell in love 
with hip-hop music as a kid in the 80’s and has collected hundreds 
of records since then. His hobby reminds us all you can’t always 
judge a book by its cover.

ERIC RASMUSSEN
Investigative Reporter,
Boston 25 News
Eric.Rasmussen@coxinc.com
      Eric_Rasmussen  

Sigmund D. Schutz represents the news 
media in First Amendment matters, defa-
mation and privacy, state and federal free-
dom of information, newsgathering and 
cyber law. As a partner at PretiFlaherty, 

LLP and media law counsel for the Portland Press Herald/Maine 
Sunday Telegram for nearly 20 years, Schutz has served as counsel 
in many precedent setting public access cases in Maine, including 
access to transcripts of 911 calls, the right to attend jury selection 
in criminal cases in Maine state court, access to “draft” settlement 
agreements to which the State of Maine is a party, access to dash cam 
police cruiser video, and access to records of closed law enforcement 
investigations. Schutz writes the Maine chapters in the Media Law 
Resource Center’s 50-state guide to media libel law and privacy law 
and the Maine Chapter in the Open Government Guide published by 
the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press.

SIGMUND D. SCHUTZ
Partner, PretiFlaherty

SSchutz@preti.com

for a large circulation daily. In 2014, Moskowitz uncovered the 
long trail of violence, without consequences, that preceded Jared 
Remy’s murder of Jennifer Martel and was a finalist for the IRE 
Tom Renner Award for his reporting. He was also a two-time fi-
nalist for the Livingston Award for Young Journalists. A member 
of the Globe staff since 2007, Moskowitz contributed to the pa-
per’s Pulitzer Prize-winning coverage of the 2013 attack on the 
Boston Marathon. He landed the first interview with the Chinese 
start-up entrepreneur carjacked by the Tsarnaev brothers, and in 
the years since he has written a series of stories about survivors of 
the bombing. He previously covered suburban news and breaking 
news and spent three years on the transportation beat, where he 
tried with limited success to find time for fun slice-of-life stories 
(a day in the life of an MBTA customer service representative, 
a ride-along in the annual bus driver competition known as the 
“Roadeo”) amid the daily grind of chronicling failing infrastruc-
ture and budget deficits.
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Mary E. Schwind is Managing Director 
and Associate General Counsel at the 

Connecticut Freedom of Information Commission, an indepen-
dent public agency which enforces the provisions of Connecticut’s 
Freedom of Information Act. She began working at the Commis-
sion in 1997. In her role as managing director, she oversees the 
adjudication of hundreds of formal complaints per year. Previously, 
Schwind worked at both the Massachusetts State Ethics Commis-
sion and the Office of the Massachusetts Secretary of State, Public 
Records Division. Schwind is a graduate of Fordham University and 
Suffolk University Law School and is admitted to the bars of Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, New York, and the District of Columbia. 

MARY E. SCHWIND
Managing Director and 
Associate General Counsel,
Connecticut FOI Commission
Mary.Schwind@ct.gov      

In his 42 years in journalism James H. 
Smith served as president of the New 
England Society of Newspaper Editors, 

president of the Connecticut Associated Press Managing Editors As-
sociation and, most recently, president of the non-profit Connecticut 
Council on Freedom of Information. He retired from daily journal-
ism in 2010 and was inducted two years later into the New England 
Newspaper Hall of Fame. He has served as city editor and sports 
editor of the Hartford Courant and editor of the Connecticut Post. He 
led the Post to its first New England Newspaper of the Year Award. 
He also led The Day of New London, The News-Times of Danbury, 
the Record-Journal of Meriden and the New Britain Herald to their 
first New England Newspaper of the Year awards. He won the Ameri-
can Society of Newspaper Editors’ Distinguished Writing Award for a 
selection of his columns on First Amendment, which were published 
in “Best Newspaper Writing 2003” put out annually by the Poynter 
Institute. He is a recipient of the Yankee Quill Award from the Acad-
emy of New England journalists and is a four-time winner of the First 
Amendment Award from the Connecticut Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists. Plaidswede Publishing of Concord, NH, 
published a collection of Smith’s columns under the title “A Passion 
for Journalism, A Newspaper Editor Writes to His Readers.” His two 
novels, “Wah-say-lan, A Tale of the Iroquois in the American Revolu-
tion,” and the YA edition “Wah-say-lan, Seneca Warrior,” were also 
published by Plaidswede. His fourth book, “A Boy’s Life in the Baby 
Boom,” a memoir about his baby-booming childhood, will be pub-
lished next month by Elm Grove Press of Mystic Conn. He earned his 
master’s degree in humanities/writing from Wesleyan University, 
studied at Syracuse University Graduate School of Journalism and 
has a B.A. in American History from SUNY Brockport.

JAMES H. SMITH
New England 
First Amendment Coalition
jimjackysmith@gmail.com

Gregory V. Sullivan has served as general 
counsel for the Union Leader Corporation 
for the past 39 years. He also currently 

serves on the New Hampshire Supreme Court’s Committee on the 
Judiciary and the Media, as well as the Committee for Public Access 
to Courts, and is president of the Hingham, Mass.-based media law 
firm, Malloy & Sullivan. Sullivan has argued before the New Hamp-
shire Supreme Court in several landmark First Amendment and pub-
lic access cases. He has appeared with media and First Amendment 
experts on a special media segment for WSBE, Rhode Island’s PBS 
station. He is also an instructor at the Nackey S. Loeb School of Com-
munications in Manchester, N.H., and a faculty member of Suffolk 
University Law School in Boston, where he teaches First Amendment 
and media law.

GREGORY V. SULLIVAN
President, Malloy & Sullivan 
Lawyers Professional Corp.
g.sullivan@mslpc.net

Cheryl W. Thompson is an associate pro-
fessor of journalism at George Washington University who  writes 
investigative stories for The Washington Post. Since coming to The 
Post in 1997, Thompson has written extensively about law enforce-
ment, political corruption and guns, including an investigative series 
on firearms, which tracked guns used to kill 511 police officers in the 
United States.  She co-authored a Washington Post E-Book on “Guns 
in America” in 2012 and another in January 2016 on police shoot-
ings in the United States. She was part of a Post team that reported 
on a year-long series on police-involved shooting that won the 2016 
Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting. In 2002, Thompson was part 
of a Post team of reporters  awarded the Pulitzer Prize for National 
Reporting for stories on 9/11. She also is a recipient of an Emmy 
Award from the National Capital Chapter of the National Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences for a prison interview of a Chicago man 
sentenced to life for killing a police officer, and a Freedom of Infor-
mation Medal from Investigative Reporters and Editors. Thompson 
has also received two Salute to Excellence awards from the National 
Association of Black Journalists, including one for an investigation 
into the killing of a 14-year-old boy by a D.C. police officer. Thomp-
son is also the recipient of awards from the National Headliners 
award and White House News Photographers Association. She was 
the 2017 Educator of the Year by the National Association of Black 
Journalists and was elected president of Investigative Reporters and 
Editors in June, the first African American to hold the position. She 
also serves on the board of the Fund for Investigative Journalism. 

CHERYL W. THOMPSON
George Washington University, 
Contributing Investigative 
Reporter for Washington Post
cheryl.thompson@washpost.com
      cherylwt
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Her most recent work, published in May, examined the unsolved 
murders of six black girls in the nation’s capital nearly 50 years ago. 
In 2017, she investigated Howard University Hospital and found 
myriad problems and missteps, including the deaths of dozens of pa-
tients. Prior to coming to The Post, Thompson was an investigative 
reporter for the Kansas City Star and worked at the Daily News of Los 
Angeles and the Chicago Tribune. A Chicago native, Thompson has 
a bachelor’s degree in speech communication and a master’s degree 
in journalism from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Todd Wallack is an investigative reporter 
for The Boston Globe’s Spotlight Team, 
specializing in data journalism, public re-

cords and financial reporting. Wallack was a finalist for the Pulitzer 
Prize in 2013 for his work covering the deadly outbreak of meningitis 
traced to a specialty pharmacy in Framingham. He has won a num-
ber of other awards, including first place from the national Education 
Writers Association and Association of Health Care Journalists, as 
well as a “Laurel” from the Columbia Journalism Review. Wallack, 
a graduate of Northwestern University, has worked for The Boston 
Globe since 2007. He has spent much of his career as a business 
reporter and previously worked for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Boston Herald, Boston Business Journal, Network World, and the 
Dayton (Ohio) Daily news. He lives with his wife in Somerville, Mass.

TODD WALLACK
Reporter, The Boston Globe

todd.wallack@globe.com
      TWallack  

Brooke Williams is an investigative jour-
nalist and professor who specializes in data-driven reporting and 
storytelling. As a visiting associate professor of the practice at Boston 
University, she teaches data journalism and other courses to under-
graduate and graduate students. Williams currently is a contribu-
tor to The Intercept, where she and her co-reporters are utilizing 
machine learning to examine federal prosecutors nationwide. As a 
contributor to The New York Times in 2015, Williams co-authored 
the investigative series Think Tanks Inc. A year earlier, she was on 
a team that published a data-driven investigation on the front page 
of Sunday’s New York Times. She built a database and co-reported 
and co-authored that investigation, which was part of a package of 
stories that won the Pulitzer Prize for Investigative Reporting. Pre-
viously, Williams was an investigative journalism fellow for three 
years at Harvard University Law School. Williams began her career 
in January 2002 as a writer at the Center for Public Integrity, where 
she co-authored Harmful Error: Investigating Americas Local Pros-
ecutors, The Buying of the President 2004 and Windfalls of War, 

BROOKE WILLIAMS
Investigative Journalist, 
Professor at Boston University’s 
College of Communication
brookewilliams.dc@gmail.com
      reporterbrooke 

Target 12 investigative reporter Tim White 
joined the Eyewitness News team in Sep-
tember 2006. White is the recipient of four 

New England Emmy Awards for investigative reporting. He was hon-
ored for a 2010 series of stories probing government waste in Rhode 
Island. He won his second Emmy for 2012 coverage of Providence’s 
troubled pension system. A 2014 probe into a lack of accountability 
at a local fire district led to his third Emmy honor. A 2016 investiga-
tion that raised questions as to where a powerful state representative 
actually lived resulted in the politician’s indictment and was White’s 
fourth Emmy win. White is a co-author of “The Last Good Heist,” 
the untold story of a daring heist on a secret bank of safe deposit 
boxes used by members of the New England mob and their associ-
ates. A half-hour documentary on the Bonded Vault heist was also 
nominated for an Emmy. White and the Target 12 investigative team 
have also received several New England Associated Press Awards, in-
cluding for their coverage of a drug ring in the Providence Police De-
partment. In 2015 White won a regional Edward R. Murrow award 
for investigative reporting. White is the executive producer and host 
of WPRI 12’s long-running weekly current affairs program “News-
makers.” He has moderated many live candidate debates and plays 
a key role in the station’s campaign coverage. In 2013 The Wash-
ington Post selected him as one of the state’s top political report-
ers. Prior to joining Eyewitness News, White worked in the Boston 
television market, most recently as managing editor at WBZ-TV, the 
city’s CBS affiliate. White received two Associated Press Awards for 
breaking news at WBZ and was also part of a team honored with 
several National Edward R. Murrow Awards, including for coverage 
of the 2006 New Hampshire floods and the tragic 1999 “Worcester 
Warehouse Fire” that claimed the lives of six firefighters. White also 
ran WBZ’s award-winning political unit during his time as managing 
editor. White serves on the Board of Directors for the New England 
First Amendment Coalition, a Boston-based group that aims to de-
fend, promote and expand public access to government and the work 
it does. Born in Newport, he graduated from the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst with a degree in communications. He and his wife 
live in Rhode Island with their two children. No stranger to the field 
of journalism, White is the son of the late Jack White, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning investigative reporter.

TIM WHITE
Reporter, WPRI-Providence

TWhite@wpri.com
      timwhiteri  

an investigation into defense contracts that won a George Polk 
Award. She spent about five years on the watchdog team at the San 
Diego Union-Tribune, where she and her colleague were finalist for 
the Livingston Award for Young Journalists for stories examining 
how the city mishandled public land. In 2007, after wildfires rav-
aged San Diego County, her collaborative, prize-winning investiga-
tion into contractors the city hired to haul away debris resulted in a 
federal criminal probe and taxpayer settlement. In 2009, the year it 
launched, she joined the nonprofit investigative journalism group, 
inewsource.  In 2015, she joined the New England Center for Inves-
tigative reporting as a senior reporter and trainer before joining the 
faculty at Boston University in 2017.
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A late arrival to the field of journalism, 
Anne Berleant began reporting after ca-
reers as a cook/chef, an Internet tech, 

and a technical writer for software, and raising her son on the 
coast of Maine. However, her first piece of reporting was a re-
view of a student rock band performance for her Long Island, 
N.Y., high school newspaper, well-received by its editor but not 
by band members. A long-time amateur photographer, Berleant 
learned news photography on the job, first as a freelance reporter 
and then as a staff reporter and sports editor for Penobscot Bay 
Press newspapers. An undergraduate degree and graduate work 
in English, and newsroom experience as an Internet production 
lead in the early days of MSNBC.com, helped her transition to a 
community news reporter. In Berleant’s free time, she continues 
to raise her son, copy edits for the online journal Contemporary 
Aesthetics, and occasionally edits manuscripts.

ANNE BERLEANT
Reporter, 
Penobscot Bay Press

Sarah Betancourt is a local reporter who 
contributes regularly to The Boston In-

stitute for Nonprofit Journalism and The Guardian. Her coverage 
for the Institute ranges widely, starting with an assessment of the 
Boston Police Department’s efforts to acquire funding for a broad 
social media surveillance program. Most recently, Betancourt cov-
ered the previously unreported licensure crisis that Puerto Rican 
evacuees face in Massachusetts as they navigate age-old reciproc-
ity laws. She studied investigative reporting at Columbia Journal-
ism School’s Stabile Center for Investigative Journalism. She uses 
that training regularly as a researcher for ProPublica, working on 
projects involving bankruptcy, immigration, forensics analysis 
and insurance fraud. Betancourt likes to request public records 
involving partnerships between federal government agencies and 

SARAH BETANCOURT
Reporter, The Boston Institute 
for Nonprofit Journalism

Since graduating in 2009, from Syracuse 
University, Michael Bonner has reported 

in four states and two time zones. His professional career began 
in Auburn, N.Y., at the Citizen where he covered high school 
sports and minor league baseball. In 2011, Bonner was hired by 
the Post-Star in Glens Falls, N.Y., where he spent a year cover-
ing high school sports and writing about Jimmer Fredette. His 
next stop in journalism was at the Gazette and KCRG-TV in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. He covered high school and college sports for the 
newspaper and the television station. While writing features and 
game stories, Bonner also anchored sportscasts, shot and edited 
highlights and helped produce weekly shows. That experience led 
to an opportunity to cover Mississippi State for the Clarion-Led-
ger.  Bonner spent four years in Mississippi covering the Bulldogs 
en route to winning an Associated Press Sports Editors Award 
for beat writing. While in Mississippi, he had the opportunity to 
work with USA Today, ESPN, Fox Sports, CBS and the Associated 
Press. In 2017, Bonner returned home to Massachusetts and for 
the first time in his career covered strictly news. He now covers all 
things New Bedford for the Standard-Times from the City Council 
to commercial fishing, and still finds time for investigative report-
ing. Bonner also hosts one of the most popular podcasts at the 
paper, The Bubble. 

MICHAEL BONNER
Reporter, 
The Standard Times

Catherine Buni is a Vermont-based inde-
pendent writer focusing on technology, 
health and gender. Her essays and arti-

cles have been published by The Atlantic.com, The Boston Globe, 
Everyday Feminism, Literary Hub, The Los Angeles Review of 
Books, The New York Times, Orion, The Verge, The Writer, and 
others. Her work has been anthologized in numerous collections, 
taught in university classrooms, and covered by such outlets as 

CATHERINE BUNI
Independent Reporter

Brian Amaral is a reporter for The Prov-
idence Journal. He covers Rhode Island 

State Police, the Providence Police Department and breaking 
news in the state. A native of Chelmsford, Mass., Amaral got his 
bachelor’s degree in newspaper journalism at Syracuse Universi-
ty’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications. He previ-
ously worked at the Watertown (N.Y.) Daily Times, NJ.com and 
The Star-Ledger in New Jersey, Law360 and WBUR-Boston. 

BRIAN AMARAL
Reporter, 
The Providence Journal
bamaral@providencejournal.com
      bamaral44

anneb@pbp.me  

sarahBETA@gmail.com           
      sweetadelinevt

michaelbbonner@gmail.com
      MikeBBonnerSCT

private contractors. Betancourt was most recently a reporter for 
The Associated Press in Boston, covering breaking news and oc-
casional features across southern New England. She writes for 
The Boston Globe, DigBoston, Reuters and NPR’s Latino USA, 
covering the impact of public policy on everyday people, metro-
politan news and immigration law. Betancourt was part of the 
ProPublica/NPR team that won an Investigative Reporters and 
Editor’s Award for the project, “They Got Hurt at Work, Then 
They Got Deported,” exploring how Florida employers and insur-
ance companies were getting out of paying workers compensa-
tion benefits by using a state law to ensure injured undocumented 
workers were arrested or deported. Following the publishing of 
the piece last August, Florida legislators pledged to review work-
ers’ compensation provisions that allowed employers and insur-
ance companies to act like immigration agents.

catherinebuni@gmail.com
      ckbuni
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Lisa Creamer is a digital news editor 
for WBUR, Boston’s NPR news station, 

where she has worked for several years since her graduation from 
the University of Massachusetts - Amherst. She is a former metro 
correspondent for The Boston Globe and worked as a news intern 
at both The Huffington Post and MassLive. Creamer is deeply 
interested in discussing journalism ethics. She was a 2015 jour-
nalism fellow for the Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study of 
Professional Ethics. In her free time, Creamer likes to hang out 
in the woods and old cemeteries. Many of her friends are artists, 
and she spends a fair amount of time helping them with painting 
projects or admiring the wonderful work they — and the wider art 
community — create. Creamer lives in Boston and is originally 
from Western Massachusetts. 

LISA CREAMER
Digital News Editor, 
WBUR-Boston

Staci DaSilva grew up in Bridgewater, 
Mass., and is a 2010 graduate of Emer-

son College in Boston. DaSilva’s career has taken her through 
the Midwest and New England, covering historic floods and tor-
nadoes, an Iowa caucus season, countless political rallies and a 
manhunt for two escaped murderers. DaSilva began her career at 
KCAU-TV in Sioux City, Iowa, where she worked as a producer, 
reporter and fill-in producer. Then, in 2013, she returned to New 
England. DaSilva has been working at WFFF/WVNY-TV in Bur-
lington, Vt., for nearly five years. Her proudest achievements 
include chasing down delegates at the 2016 Republican and Dem-
ocratic National Conventions in Cleveland and Philadelphia for 
her company’s stations in Vermont, Indiana and North Dakota, 
and uncovering mistakes in a state investigative report follow-
ing the death of a Vermont State Police trooper. After two years 
as weekend anchor and reporter at her station, DaSilva is now a 
weekday evening anchor with a focus on investigative reporting.

STACI DaSILVA
Reporter and Anchor,
WFFF/WVNY-Burlington

Dialynn Dwyer is a general assignment 
reporter for Boston.com. She joined the 
site in 2015 after working as a reporter 

for KPFA Pacifica Radio in Berkeley, Calif., where she covered 
everything from state and local politics to national news. She 
started her career in journalism as a staff reporter covering town 
and city news at the Ithaca Times in Ithaca, N.Y., after gradu-
ating from Sarah Lawrence College in 2011. While at the Times, 
Dwyer was awarded second place for in-depth reporting at the 
New York Press Association 2011 Better Newspaper Contest for 
her article “Holes in the Net: History Repeating Itself with Police/
Mental Health Consumer Collision.” She was also awarded second 
place for a feature series at the New York Press Association’s 2012 
Better Newspaper Contest for a series of stories on Black History 
Month. Dwyer grew up outside Philadelphia rooting for the Red 
Sox and now lives in Cambridge with her husband.

DIALYNN DWYER
Reporter,  Boston.com

Breanna Edelstein, a general assignment 
reporter, has worked for The Eagle-Tri-
bune since 2015. Writing daily stories in 

the region’s bustling southern sphere has provided an opportunity 
to delve into a range of topics, from the deadly heroin epidemic 
to historic building projects and local and state politics. The Ea-
gle-Tribune has bureaus in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, 
providing Edelstein a unique opportunity to collaborate with col-
leagues on the duality of life in the neighboring states. 

BREANNA EDELSTEIN
Reporter,  The Eagle-Tribune

Skyler Frazer is currently the govern-
ment and education reporter at the New 
Britain Herald in New Britain, Conn. A 

2015 journalism graduate from Keene State College in Keene, 
N.H., Frazer is a New England local proud to call the region home. 
Shortly after graduating from KSC, Frazer moved to Idaho Falls, 
Idaho, after accepting a job at the Idaho Falls Post Register. While 
at the Post Register, Frazer honed his skills as a copy editor/page 
designer and features reporter. After a year in Idaho, he moved 
back to his hometown of Wethersfield, Conn. and soon began 
working for The Herald. Since then, the reporter has covered ev-
erything from city council meetings to citywide scandals and con-
troversies. In May 2018, Frazer broke a story detailing a series of 
allegations against the principal of a local high school. For much 
of a week, he interviewed current and former teachers at New 
Britain High School who alleged misconduct and inappropriate 
behavior from the principal. To make matters worse, the school 
district was less than transparent when they placed the adminis-
trator on leave. Many teachers, faculty, parents and students had 

SKYLER FRAZER
Reporter,  New Britain Herald

BuzzFeed, Longreads, NBC News Today, NPR, and MTV. As a re-
porter for The Investigative Fund, Buni covers online violence, 
commercial content moderation, and sexual violence prevention. 
“The Secret Rules of the Internet,” an article she co-authored with 
Soraya Chemaly, published by The Verge, won the Mirror Award 
for best single story in 2017. For the last several years, Buni has 
followed trends in sexual violence prevention theory and prac-
tice, reporting in communities around the country that are flight 
testing experimental approaches in sexual violence prevention. 
She is currently completing a long-form project based on her re-
porting, with support from The Carey Institute for Global Good’s 
Logan Nonfiction Fellowship. She is the founding editor and pub-
lisher of the award-winning magazine AMC Outdoors and an ed-
itor-at-large to the journal Appalachia. She has a BA in French 
literature and an MFA from Vermont College of Fine Arts, where 
she is a reader for the journal Hunger Mountain.

ac.creamer@gmail.com
      lisacreamer

stacidasilva@gmail.com
      SDaSilvaNews

dialynn.dwyer@globe.com
      dia_dwyer

breedelstein@gmail.com
      breedelstein

sfrazer4@gmail.com
      SFrazerNBH
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Gavigan is an investigative reporter with 
the NBC 10 I-Team (WJAR) in Provi-
dence, R.I.  While working on stories for 

the I-Team, Gavigan has exposed government waste, uncovered 
political corruption, and helped consumers with their problems.  
Gavigan graduated from Emerson College in Boston with a mas-
ter’s degree in journalism and from the University of Tampa with 
a degree in political science.  He’s been honored with reporting 
awards from the Associated Press, received an Edward R. Murrow 
award, and has been nominated many times for the New England 
Emmy awards.

PARKER GAVIGAN
Reporter,  WJAR-Providence

Joe Glauber is a reporter and anchor 
at WMTW News 8, the ABC affiliate in 

Portland, Maine. He devotes much of his efforts to long-term, in-
depth stories on issues such as the opioid crisis, climate change, 
workforce retention, and even digital privacy. However, since 
joining the station in April of 2017, he’s covered such breaking 
stories as the death of Barbara Bush, the death of Corporal Eu-
gene Cole and the manhunt that followed, and the record-setting 
October windstorm. Glauber came to Vacationland by way of 
Springfield, Mass., where he worked as a news producer for four 
years at the ABC and CBS affiliate Western Mass News, formerly 
ABC40. Throughout his time there, he also served regularly as a 
sports anchor and, eventually, as a general assignment reporter. 
His professional work began in the sports world at the Mid-Atlan-
tic Sports Network in Baltimore, Md., serving as a web reporter 
and social media specialist while covering the Baltimore Orioles 
and Washington Nationals. He is almost certainly not the first 
graduate of the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications 
at Syracuse University who you’ve met in the industry, but his 
excuse is that Syracuse is also his hometown and he has always 
bled Orange. 

JOE GLAUBER
Reporter and Anchor,  
WMTW-Portland

2018 JAMES W. FOLEY SCHOLAR

Sierra Hubbard covers city council, busi-
ness, housing and homelessness as a 
news reporter at The Keene Sentinel, a 

daily publication serving 30 towns in southwestern New Hamp-
shire. Hubbard started at The Sentinel in January, less than a 
month after earning her bachelor’s degree in journalism from 

SIERRA HUBBARD
Reporter, The Keene Sentinel

Kim Kalunian is a reporter and fill-in an-
chor at Providence’s CBS and Fox affili-
ates, WPRI and WNAC. During her time 

at WPRI, Kalunian was chosen as the first-ever “Skype Seats” re-
porter, asking a question directly to then-White House Press Sec-
retary Sean Spicer via Skype. Some of Kalunian’s most memorable 
TV moments include climbing to the top of Rhode Island’s iconic 
State House, tracking down the man who went viral after driving 
his convertible (top down!) in a blizzard, and being featured on 
“CBS This Morning” for doing a stand-up among crazed Patriots 
fans following Super Bowl LI.  Before joining the Eyewitness News 
team, Kalunian worked as the drive-time news anchor for WPRO 
radio, appearing alongside Providence’s infamous former-may-
or-turned-radio-personality, Buddy Cianci. Prior to her work in 
the realm of broadcast journalism, she worked her way up from 
intern, to freelancer, to staff reporter at her hometown newspa-
per, The Warwick Beacon. Kalunian is also a proud member of Ac-
tors’ Equity Association and has performed on numerous stages 
up and down the east coast. 

KIM KALUNIAN
Reporter, WPRI-Providence

no idea what had mysteriously happened to their principal. This 
work marks Frazer’s proudest moment as a journalist. The series 
of stories surrounding the misconduct and investigation are evi-
dence of the importance of local journalism and reporting.

pgavigan@wjar.com
      nbc10_Parker

jglauber@hearst.com
      JoeGlauberWMTW

sierrabhubbard@gmail.com
      SierraHubbardKS

Kennesaw State University. Born and raised as a Georgia peach, 
she packed up and moved 1,000 miles from the only state in which 
she’d ever lived. She settled in Keene, N.H., in the depths of win-
ter and unloaded the U-Haul in minus-10 degrees. Before finding 
her niche at The Keene Sentinel in business reporting and writing 
about small-town shenanigans, Hubbard freelanced for several 
publications in the metro Atlanta area. She also worked with her 
university’s newspaper, The KSU Sentinel, as a section editor for 
three semesters and then editor-in-chief for a year and a half.

kkalunian@wpri.com
      KimKalunian

Ben Lambert grew up with newspapers 
and considers it a joy to be a reporter. A 
graduate of the University of Massachu-

setts-Amherst, he has worked on the behalf of the Valley Advo-
cate, MassLive, The Register Citizen, and now, the New Haven 
Register. He has received multiple awards from the Connecticut 
Society of Professional Journalists, earning accolades for his cov-
erage of Winsted’s efforts to recover from the Flood of 1955, the 
firing of a newly-hired Torrington principal, and a Roxbury na-
tive’s pursuit of her Olympic dream. 

BEN LAMBERT
Reporter, New Haven Register

william.lambert@hearstmediact.com
      wlambertNHR

Xander Landen is a reporter at VTDig-
ger, a nonprofit news site in Vermont fo-
cused on statewide watchdog, policy and 

political journalism. He is the site’s lead political reporter and 
covers state government, Vermont’s budget and economic policy. 
When lawmakers aren’t in session, he spearheads the site’s cam-

XANDER LANDEN
Reporter, VTDigger

xanderlanden@gmail.com
      xanderlanden
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Jennifer Lu is freelance environmental 
journalist based in the Boston area. She 
enjoys writing about the intersection be-

tween environmental science, policy and society. She studied bio-
chemistry in college and has a masters degree in journalism from 
the University of Missouri. Her short-term goal is to be proficient 
in R for data analysis by the end of this year. In the long-term, her 
goal is to report on science and the environment for an investiga-
tive news outlet.

JENNIFER LU
Independent Reporter

Barry Lytton is the land-use and develop-
ment reporter for the Stamford Advocate 
by way of reporting on small towns for 

the News-Times in Danbury, Conn. and internships with the Star 
Tribune and Pioneer Press in Minnesota’s Twin Cities where he 
covered everything from a repeat fraudsters to prom-dress trends 
and beer made of popcorn. He didn’t intend on becoming a jour-
nalist, but was drawn to the career after dabbling in film stud-
ies and realizing that the a life in journalism, while impractical, 
is more feasible than one in screenwriting. Since, his curiosity 
has led to wild yarns and an obsession with informing readers 
of things that fascinate him including the rowdy nature of small-
town politics and land-use squabbles and oddities. He is from the 
suburbs of New York, and attended Edgemont High School, grad-
uating in 2012. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in journal-
ism from the University of Minnesota’s journalism school in 2016.

BARRY LYTTON
Reporter, Stamford Advocate

Meg McIntyre reports on education, 
transportation and the arts for The 
Keene Sentinel, an award-winning daily 

newspaper serving southwestern New Hampshire. A Colorado 
native, McIntyre is a graduate of the University of Denver, where 
she was executive editor of the university’s student newspaper, 
the Clarion. In that role, she helped manage a staff of 30 student 
editors, writers and photographers and oversaw the publication’s 

MEG McINTYRE
Reporter, The Keene Sentinel

Erica Moser covers business and higher 
education in Southeastern Connecticut 
for The Day, the newspaper based in New 

London. She joined The Day in June of 2017, having previously 
spent a year and a half covering the towns of Cumberland and 
Lincoln for the Woonsocket Call and Pawtucket Times, in Rhode 
Island. Moser graduated from Northeastern University in 2016, 
with a bachelor’s degree in journalism and minors in psychology 
and political communication. Her time at Northeastern included 
co-ops at The Boston Globe, a marketing agency in South Africa, 
and the press office of former Mass. Governor Deval Patrick. 
Her favorite articles she has written are on topics as varied as an 
immigrant couple taking sanctuary in a church, the creation of 
a 112-cheese pizza, workforce needs of local manufacturers, the 
closure of a longtime local tavern, and inflatable tube men. She is 
originally from the northern suburbs of Philadelphia, reflected in 
a fondness for soft pretzels, cheesesteaks and “water ice.” Her in-
terest in journalism came from a love of writing, nuance, meeting 
new people and doing something different every day. Her hobbies 
and interests include podcasts, singing, pinball and kayaking.

ERICA MOSER
Reporter, The Day

Rachel Ohm is a journalist at the Water-
ville, Maine Morning Sentinel, where she 
covers rural Franklin County and enter-

prise stories. A graduate of the College of William and Mary and 
New York University’s graduate school of journalism, Ohm started 
her career as a reporter in Maine in 2012. In the fall of 2016 she 
went to work at the Knoxville News Sentinel in Knoxville, Tenn., 
where she covered education and the University of Tennessee. 
Her work included a look at the University of Tennessee’s practice 
of continuing to pay former administrators at higher than normal 
rates after moves to faculty jobs and the use of public records to 
shed light on leadership and athletics decisions. She also worked 
with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists 
to analyze offshore investments of universities disclosed in the 
Paradise Papers. Ohm returned to Maine in the spring of 2018, 
jumping into breaking news of the Waterville mayor’s history of 
bigoted and hateful social media comments and a state-wide man-
hunt for an accused police killer. When she’s not at work, Ohm 
enjoys running and hiking in New England and traveling. Some 
of her most recent travel destinations include a road trip from 
Denver to San Francisco; Cuba; and her favorite destination near 
Maine, Quebec City. 

RACHEL OHM
Reporter, Morning Sentinel

paign coverage. Before starting at the Digger at the beginning of 
2018, Landen worked as a crime reporter at The Keene Sentinel, 
where he wrote about police, courts and New Hampshire’s opi-
oid crisis. He got his start working in public radio and television 
while still in college. As a student at Tufts University, Landen in-
terned for PBS NewsHour and NPR affiliates including WBUR in 
Boston and WNYC in New York. While at WNYC, he contributed 
to an award-winning investigation of how police departments 
across the country shield their misconduct records from the pub-
lic. When he’s not reporting, Landen enjoys hiking, cooking and 
singing. 

julenn@gmail.com
      jenpenned

barrylytton@gmail.com
      bglytton

mmcintyre@keenesentinel.com
      MMcIntyreKS

website, newsletter and social media platforms. Before moving to 
New Hampshire in 2017, McIntyre spent eight months teaching 
English in the French Alps, which sparked her interest in writ-
ing about education. Since coming to The Sentinel she has re-
ported extensively on Keene State College’s ongoing budgetary 
and enrollment challenges, including a substantial buyout pro-
gram in the midst of a leadership transition at the college’s helm. 
Her work has also appeared in Denver Life Magazine, the Denver 
Business Journal, and 5280 Magazine.

e.moser@theday.com
      Erica_Faith13

rmohmx@gmail.com
      rachel_ohm



Amanda Post is an executive producer 
for WGME/WPFO in Portland, Maine.  

She grew up in rural Maine, attending Lyndon State College in 
Vermont.  In 2003, Post traded Vacationland for the Salt City, 
helping to launch a 24-hour local news channel in Syracuse, N.Y.  
She spent nine years nursing a love/hate relationship with Jim 
Boeheim’s 2-3 zone, before returning to her home state in 2012.  
During Post’s time at WGME/WPFO, she helped launch an inves-
tigative unit and create an advocacy-driven newsroom.  If she’s 
not in the newsroom, you’ll find Post in her garden, walking her 
dog, or enjoying the truly Maine experience of life “upta camp.”

AMANDA POST
Executive Producer, 
WGME/WPFO-Portland

Angela Rowlings has been a staff pho-
tographer with the Boston Herald since 
2004 and an active board member of the 

Boston Press Photographers Association since 2010. Prior to her 
work at the Herald, Rowlings freelanced for The Associated Press 
and The Chicago Tribune as well as other national and interna-
tional publications. Fluent in Spanish, she is frequently asked to 
interview native-speaking subjects and to interpret for report-
ers. A lifelong Bostonian with an appreciation for her city’s rich 
history and diversity, she works to capture the humanity behind 
some of the city’s most critical issues. Above all, she strives to 
ensure all members of the community are fairly represented in 
her coverage. While her primary responsibility at the Herald is 
to document news events visually, Rowlings has also reported on 
breaking news and generated feature stories. She attended Boston 
Latin School and graduated with a BS in journalism from Boston 
University. She is a passionate world traveler and foodie, and she 
enjoys the challenge of covering everything from double Dutch 
tournaments in Roxbury to presidential elections in Venezuela.

ANGELA ROWLINGS
Photographer, Boston Herald

Bridget Turcotte is a 26-year-old jour-
nalist who has been with Essex Media 
Group for three years. She has worked as 

a general assignment reporter in many of the communities in The 
Daily Item’s coverage area, but most of her time has been spent 
in Saugus, Revere, and Nahant. She is a versatile writer who en-
joys writing investigative pieces, breaking news stories, and craft-
ing features. From the story of heroic ship captain killed at sea 
while venturing on a rescue during the Blizzard of ’78, as told 
by his children, to the uniform store clerk who was face-to-face 
with Albert DeSalvo, “The Boston Strangler,” before his arrest, 
her favorite pieces are those written about seemingly average peo-
ple with extraordinary tales. Her stories have appeared in 01945 

BRIDGET TURCOTTE
Reporter, Essex Media Group

For the last year and a half, Grant Welker 
has been the news editor at the Worces-

ter Business Journal, helping to cover economic development, 
higher education, health care and other industries in Central 
Massachusetts. Welker was awarded a Alliance of Area Business 
Publishers first-place investigative reporting award for the Jour-
nal’s size publication for a story he did last year on business tax 
breaks that Worcester kept in place despite companies not meet-
ing their job-creation or investment requirements. Welker was 
previously a reporter at the Lowell Sun, including as Lowell City 
Hall reporter. While there, his reporting was awarded by the New 
England Newspaper & Press Association for first place, twice, 
for business and economic reporting, second place for racial and 
ethnic reporting, third place for obituary reporting, second place 
for personality profile, and second place for courts and crime 
reporting. While at the Sun, Welker co-wrote a book about the 
Market Basket customer and employee uprising in 2014, which 
was named general business book of the year by 800-CEO-READ, 
a top business book of the year by Forbes, and a starred review 
by Publishers Weekly. It has also been translated into Japanese 
and Korean. Welker’s career started as a reporter at The Herald 
News in Fall River where he was named a GateHouse reporter of 
the year, and received NENPA awards for first place for trans-
portation reporting, second place for social issues, second place 
for government reporting, third place for general news, first place 
for business and economic reporting, and an honorable mention 
for environmental reporting and education reporting. Welker is a 
journalism graduate of the University of Connecticut and a former 
intern at the Hartford Courant. He lives in Worcester with his 
wife, Angela.

GRANT WELKER
News Editor, 
Worcester Business Journal

amandajpost@gmail.com
      ajpostnews

angela.rowlings@gmail.com
            angelarowlings

turcottebridget@gmail.com
      BridgetTurcotte
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Magazine, 01907 Magazine, One Magazine, and 01940 Magazine, 
among other EMG publications. Turcotte is a Salem resident and 
graduate of Salem State University, where she studied journalism 
and English.

gwelker@wbjournal.com
      GrantSWelker

NEFAC thanks ABC News for 
its continued support 

of New England journalism.



The New England First Amendment Coalition 
thanks WBUR for its support of journalism 

in Boston and beyond.

From all of us at NEFAC,
thank you.

Photo provided by Flickr user Wally Gobetz 
and used under a CC 2.0 license.



How You Can Support NEFAC

1 MAIL
Please use the enclosed envelope to send a check payable to 
“New England First Amendment Coalition.” 

2 ONLINE
Visit www.nefac.org and click the                              box 
in the upper right corner. 

The New England First Amendment Coalition provides a unique opportunity for you to help keep government account-
able and journalism thriving. NEFAC was formed in 2006 by a group of journalists concerned that citizens, to say nothing 
of reporters, are routinely denied access to the work of government. Our founders saw a need for a unified, region-wide 
organization that would speak in one robust voice throughout New England. With the support of individuals like you, 
NEFAC is making strides.

We need your help sustaining the effort. Thank you for your support.

Congratulations to the 2018 
First Amendment Institute Fellows! 

The very best and brightest journalists in our six-state region.

Proud sponsor of The 
New England First 
Amendment Institute

New England Newspaper Conference
October 11, 2018 | Crowne Plaza in Natick, MA

CELEBRATE    LEARN    INSPIRE

>

> Annual Winter Convention
February 15-16, 2019

Only use blue and/or white.

e details check out our

www.NENPA.com

One of the most prestigious functions in the newspaper
industry. This event includes expert speakers, the New 
England Newspaper Awards luncheon and the New 
England Academy of Journalists’ Yankee Quill Awards Dinner. 

Two-day event, jam-packed with expert insight, best 
practices, actionable advice, new ideas and training that 
staff from all areas of your organization can take home and 
put to use immediately.



30 | nefac.org
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Your Name

Work Phone            Cell Phone

Email(s)

Please nominate at least three professionals that could be active Fellows in a future New England First 
Amendment Institute:

(1) From Your Media Outlet or Chain

 Name

 Media Outlet

 Position

 Contact Info (Phone, Email, Etc.)

(2) From a Competitor or Neighboring Newspaper/Media Outlet

 Name

 Media Outlet

 Position

 Contact Info (Phone, Email, Etc.)

(3) Other (Not a Co-Worker, But Can Be a Former Classmate, Friend or Another Competitor)
 
 Name

 Media Outlet

 Position

 Contact Info (Phone, Email, Etc.)

Future Fellow Nominations




